44                                             FIXED ALKALIES*
Book il.    the amalgam of sodium combines with the other me
j..' -v-wy   tals and with sulphur, forming triple compounds*
Compos!-         From a number of experiments on the combinatior
tionofsoda. of S(Xj[i*um with oxygen, made in the same manner as
those on the combination of potassium with the same
principle, Mr Davy has shown that soda is composed
of about 7 parts sodium and 2 of otfygen, or nearly of
Sodium 78
Oxygen 22
100
Thus it appears that both the fixed alkalies are metallic
peroxides, and that the bases of both are capable of com-
bining with two doses of oxygen. But the protoxide
Is not permanent in consequence of its great affinity for
oxygen.
^The importance of soda in manufactures is not infe-
rior to that of potash. For several purposes, indeed, as
Jot the manufacture of soap and glass, it answers even
better than potash*